What is Iconclass?
Iconclass is a comprehensive classification system for the content of images. It provides subject access to the collections of many museums and libraries, but its vocabulary covers a spectrum of
visual communication that is broader than that of the traditional cultural heritage domain.
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What the Illustrated Iconclass is NOT

Iconclass is a classification. It consists of words. The illustrations included here merely demonstrate how those words have been used in the online information systems of heritage organizations.
They show the potential of Iconclass but they are NOT an alternative for the retrieval systems of museums or documentation institutes.
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History and future

Iconclass started as the idea of Henri van de Waal, professor of Art History at Leiden university. He laid the groundwork from the 1940’s forward. It was first published in printed form and then
digitized. It is maintained and further developed under the auspices of the Henri van de Waal Foundation, but for a stable and sustainable future the Foundation will need the active support of
the Iconclass user community.
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73A - (scenes from the life of) John the Baptist and Mary “ 7.gible
73B - birth and youth of Christ 73 . New Testament
73C - public life of Christ: frem his baptism until the Passion 73D - Passion of Christ
73D - Passion of Christ 73D2 - the episode of the Last Supper

73D1 - prelude to Christ's Passion

|73 D24 - Last Supper (in general) (Matthew 26:21-

73D2 - the episode of the Last Supper

73D21 - i rer -~ / v 26:17-20; Mar . . . . . . -
preparation of the Passover ~ Last Supper (Matthew 26:17-20; Mark 35’ Mark ’]4‘]8_3‘]} Luke 223’ 22:1 5_231 John 13:21-

14:12-17; Luke 22:7-14)

73D22 - strife among the apostles which of them should be accounted the 38)

greateSt Search with these related keywords:

73D23 - Christ washes the feet of the apostles (John 13:1-20) Christ, Christus-Johannes-Gruppe, Johannesminne, John (St.), John 13, Last Supper, Luke 22, Mark 14,

73D24 - Last Supper (in general) (Matthew 26:21-35; Mark 14:18-31; Luke 22:3, Matthew 26, New Testament, Passion of Christ, apastle, bible, disciple, leaning, supper

22:15-23; John 13:21-38)

. Al :
73D25 - unusual representations of the Last Supper, e.g.: the apostles replaced by o

11D3341 - Christ with John the Evangelist leaning on his breast, 'Johannesminne’,
other people ‘Christus-Johannes-Gruppe'

73D26 - Judas goes out to the chief priests, betrays Christ and receives the reward

(Matthew 26:14-16; Mark 14:10-11; Luke 22:4-6)

73D27 - Christ addressing his disciples after the Last Supper (John 14-16)

73D28 - Christ's prayer for his apostles (John 17:1-26)

73D3 - Christ's arrest, trial, and torture . .

73D4 - from Pilate’s palace to Golgotha: the procession to Calvary (Matthew 27:31- I CO n C I a SS B I b | I Og ra p hy
33; Mark 15:20-22; Luke 23:26-33; John 1%17)

73D5 - the crucifixion of Christ: prelude to Christ's death on the cross (Matthew

27:34-44; Mark 15:23-32; Luke 23:33-43; John 19:18-24)

73D6 - the crucifixion of Christ: Christ's death on the cross; Golgotha (Matthew

27:45-58; Mark 15:33-45; Luke 23:44-52; John 19:25-38)

73D7 - from Christ's deposition to his entombment (Matthew 27:58-66; Mark

15:46-47; Luke 23:53-56; John 19:39-42)

T200 L the inctromnant ftho Doccinmn and tho five wisndad liembs

Extension 1: Iconclass Bibliography

Iconclass concepts are metadata, linked to images in
databases. Many of those images are also referenced in
scholarly literature. Hence many Iconclass concepts are -
indirectly - linked to articles and books.

The original Iconclass Bibliography files consisted of circa
50,000 references, which are now waiting to be added to the
Iconclass Browser.

The Foundation aims to expand the original Bibliography by
importing new references, submitted by heritage institutions
with Iconclass concepts linked to items in their collections.
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Browse Search g
73 : New Testament
15:33-45; Luke 23:44-52; John 19:25-38) i 730 - Passion of
» 73D61 - comprehensive representations of the events on Golgotha during Christ's hanging on 73D6 - the crucifixion of Christ: Christ's death on the cross: Golgotha (Matthew 27:45-58; Mark 1533-45: Luke 23:44-52: John 19:25-38)
the cross, no particular event emphasized 73064 - crucified Christ with particular persons under the cross

73D62 - representations of Christ's death on the cross, with a particular event or saying of Christ - . " . .
:mp,mized s it ety R o 73D641 - crucified Christ with Mary and John on either side of
» 73D63 - Chri?t's deatb on t.he cros.»s with a particular event emphasized (just after Christ's death) the Cross; HOIy ROOd
p 73D64 - crucified Christ, with particular persons under the cross

v |?30641 - crucified Christ with Mary and John on either side of the cross; Holy Rood

» 73D6411 - Mary and John close together; sometimes Mary swooning ~ crucified Christ

» 73DD641 - crucified Christ with Mary and John on either side of the cross; Holy Rood - DD -

the three crosses Add more detail:
7306411+ Mary and John close together, sometimes Mary swooning ~ crucified Christ
D641 - crucified Christ with Mary and John on either side of the cross; Holy Reood - DD
30641(+0) - crucified Christ with Mary and John on aither side of the cross: Holy Rood

G rucified Christ with Mary and John on either side of the cross; Holy Rood

Search with these related keywords:
Calvary, Christ, Golgotha, Moly Rood, John (St,), John 18, Luke 23, Mark 15, Mary (Virgin), Matthew 27, New Testament,

Passion of Christ, bible, crucifixion, death, last hours

73D642 - crucified Christ with Mary Magdalene, who usually weeps and embraces the cross
73D643 - crucified Christ with Mary, John, and Mary Magdalene

| 4
b
p 73D644 - crucified Christ with Stephaton and/or Longinus

p 730645 - crucified Christ with Mary, John, Stephaton and Longinus
b

4

b

} - crucified Christ with Mary and John on either side of the cross; Holy Rood (

) - crucified Christ with Mary and John on either side of the cross; Holy Rood (+ angelis))

) - crucified Christ with Mary and John on either side of the cross; Holy Rox

rucified Christ with Mary and John on either side of the cross; Holy Rood (+
ts)

730646 - crucified Christ with other persons
73DD64 - crucified Christ, with particular persons under the cross - DD - the three crosses
73D641 - crucified Christ with Mary and John on either side of the cross; Holy Rood

p 73D65 - Christ on the cross combined with other scenes from the Passion

» 73D66 - Christ on the cross on Golgotha (alone, without bystanders)

» 73D67 - iconographic particularities of crucifixion scenes (to be used as additional notation only)

» 73D68 - events in and around Jerusalem at the moment of Christ's death
p 73069 - Joseph of Arimathaea asks Pilate for the body of Christ
p 73D7 - from Christ's deposition to his entombment (Matthew 27:58-66; Mark 15:46-47; Luke
23:53-56; John 19:39-42)
P 73D8 - the instruments of the Passion and the five wounded limbs
# 7309 - Christ in the underworld, harrowing of hell, Christ in Limbo, ‘descensus ad inferos’,
‘Anastasis’
p 73E - events from Resurrection to Pentecost (Matthew 28; Mark 16; Luke 24; John 20-21; Acts 1:3-
11); Mary's and Joseph's death
p 73F - lives and acts of the apostles of Christ; epistles
p 73G - the Revelation of John, the Apocalypse
b 8- Literature
p 9 - Classical Mythology and Ancient History

Extension 2: Pattern Recognition and Batch
Indexing Module

The manual assignment of Iconclass concepts to image files is
a labour-intensive process.

To seriously speed up this process - and perhaps even
automate it in part - a module for pattern recognition could be
added to the Iconclass browser. Visually similar images could
then be filtered from large corpora, and batches could be
tagged simultaneously.

That is a long-cherished wish, which could be realized with
broader support from a consortium.
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Browse Search

+ 0 Abstract, Non-representational Art
p 1 Religion and Magic
p 2 Nature
» 3 - Human Being, Man in General
w 4 - Scciety, Civilization, Culture
» 41 - material aspects of daily life
p 42 - family, descendance
» 43 - recreation, amusement
p 44 - state; law; political life
w 45 - warfare; military affairs
p 45A - war and peace
p 45B - the soldier; the soldier's life
p 45C - (military) equipment and supply
p 45D - insignia; division of armed forces; ranks
p 45E - communication and transport
p 45F - preparation for battle
p 45G - defensive measures (military)
w 45H - battle, fighting in general
p 45H1 - (military) attack
p 45H2 - being attacked; defence
- |45H3 - battle
+ 45H31 - bombardment
-+ 45H32 - charge ~ battle
» 45H33 - hand-to-hand fighting (~ battle)
p 45H34 - single combat in place of battle
p 45H4 - putting the enemy to flight
p 45H5 - putting the enemy out of action
+ 45H6 - guerilla warfare
p 451 - after the battle
p 45K - siege, position war
p 45L - occupation ~ war
p 45M - non-combatants ~ war

Logout jpjbrand@xsdall.nl | Feedback

4. Society, Civilization, Culture
45 . warfare; military affairs

45H - battle, fighting in general

45H3 - battle

-pr [

g
45",
na5H"

- e [

"45H3(+8)",
"45H3(+1)",
"45H3(+2)",
"45H3(+3)",
"45H3(+4)",
"45H3(+5)",
"45H3(+6)",
"45H3(+7)",
"45H31",
"45H32",
"45H33",
"45H34"

]

3
- kxt: {
fr:
en:
cn:
de:
it:
fi:

- kw: {
- fr:

"bataille",
"battle",
"battle",
"Schlacht™,
"battaglia",
"taistelu"

[

"affaires militaires”,

"bataille",
"ecivilisation",
"combattre”,
"culture",
“guerre”,

"occupations humaines"”,

"société"

2 [

"battle",
"civilization",
"culture”,
"fighting",
"military affairs”,
"occupations”,

elated keywords:
n, culture, fighting, military affairs, occupations, society, war

ardment
~ battle
o-hand fighting (~ battle)
icombat in place of battle
le (+ variant)
le (+ during the battle)
le (+ land forces)
le (+ naval force)
le (+ air force)
le (+ ranks; division of armed forces)
le (+ weapons)
le (+ situation of the terrain ~ warfare)

ple images

Slag bij Zama tussen Scipic <
Et =0 Schepen met soldaten op

en Hannibal, bij nacht cen rivier Haarlem, gezicht op de Grote
Markt

Extension 3: LOD support

Expand the Linked Open Data support.

Adding a SPARQL query endpoint exposing all Iconclass data
as a semantically searchable knowledge base. This will

enable integration with initiatives like the Dutch NDE
Termennetwerk https://netwerkdigitaalerfgoed.nl/activiteiten

/termennetwerk/ and open the gateway to standard
integration with Museum management systems

internationally.



https://netwerkdigitaalerfgoed.nl/activiteiten/termennetwerk/
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1. Religion and Magic

Browse Search
PoiLe IS Es LU UT YOG (I YeiIEiar) T U@ Sy i . 11 Christian religion
p 11D3 - Christ as adult 11D - Christ
p 11D31 - ‘portraits’ of Christ 11D3 - Christ as adult
p 11D32 - particular types of adult Christ (without others) 11032 - particular types of adult Christ (without others)
» 11D321 - 'Majestas Domini": Christ in mandorla seated on a rainbow or sphere and 110327 - Christ ~ human occupations

accompanied by the Tetramorph 11D3271 - Christ as Good Shepherd

» 11D322 - Christ enthroned
» 110323 - Christ-'Logos’, the Word Incarnate
» 110324 - 'Salvator Mundi', making a blessing gesture; an orb in his hand or at his feet

p 110325 - Christ ~ the Eucharist Also see:
» 11D3226 - 'Fons Vitae', 'Fons Pietatis’ 73C821 - the good shepherd (Christ) defending his sheep against wolves; 'l am the good shepherd' (John

10:1-16)

Search with these related keywords:

Christ, Christian religion, Good Shepherd, John 10, adult, beard, beardless, defending, occupations, religion, supernatural, type

p 110327 - Christ ~ human occupations
» | 1103271 - Christ as Geod Shepherd
P 1103272 - Christ as physician 11DD3271 « Christ as Good Shepherd - DD - Christ beardless
» 1103273 - Christ fishing 11D3271(+0) - Christ a5 Good Shepherd (+ variant)
» 1103274 - Christ as pedlar ood Shepherd (+ Holy Trinity)
p 1103275 - Christ as farmer or gardener ood Shepherd (= r""a"-*':’
p 1103276 - Christ as host E;g 2::2:2 Ei :ge"‘i:)
p 1103277 - Christ as (high) priest or prophet t 25 Good Shepherd (+ d
p 1103278 - Christ as pilgrim
» 1103279 - ‘Feiertagschristus’, Christ with craftsman's tools 44 sample images
» 11DD327 - Christ ~ human occupations - DD - Christ beardless 3 \
» 11D3271 - Christ as Good Shepherd
» 110328 - types of adult Christ (alone)
» 11DD32 - particular types of adult Christ (without others) - DD - Christ beardless
» 11D33 - adult Christ together with others (non-narrative representations)
» 11D34 - adult Christ ~ abstract conceptions
p 11D35 - specific types of crucified Christ (in non-narrative context)

Add more detail:

p 11D36 - other types of crucified Christ in non-narrative context
p 11DD3 - Christ as adult - DD - Christ beardless

p 11D4 - legends and devetions ~ Christ

p 11D5 - mystic ideas ~ Christ

p 11D6 - miraculous statues of Christ or the Christ-child

= Title illustration

= v e e

Christus als guter Hirte

A Kanzel — Kanzel — Deer Christus als guter Hirte
p 11D9 - Antichrist Gute Hirte

n 11F . tha LAl Shact

Extension 4: Expanded corpus of illustrations

The Rijksmuseum, the Bildindex, the Deutsche Digitale
Bibliothek, Europeana: at many levels of aggregation images
tagged with Iconclass concepts, are published in Open Access.

Many other libraries and museums also make their data
sources available without restrictions, often indexed with their
own vocabulary systems.

Both types of resources are eligible for batch import in the
[llustrated Iconclass, either with their own ready-made
encoding, or after their proprietary vocabularies are brought in
synch with Iconclass terminology.




Extension 5: Add your own images, annotate
those of others

Both institutional users and individual researchers should be
able to tag their own image collections, using IIIF
functionality.

They should be able to tag their images in the Iconclass
environment and enrich the Iconclass encoding done by
others by annotating them with supplemental codes.



7 - Bible
73 - New Testament
73C . public life of Christ: from his baptism until the Passion

73C4 . miracles of Christ ~ healing the sick

73C45 - Christ healing lepers

|73C452 - Christ sends ten lepers to the priest (Luke

17:11-19) N

Search with these related keywords:
Christ, Luke 17, New Testament, adult, bible, healing, leprosy, miracle, priest, ten

Add more detail:

73C4521 - one leper, a Samaritan, sent to the priest by Christ, returns and kneels before him
73C452(+0) - Christ sends ten lepers to the priest (Luke 17:11-19) (+ variant)

T3C452(+1) - Christ sends ten lepers to the priest (Luke 17:11-19) (+ Holy Trinity)
T3C452(+2) - Christ sends ten lepers to the priest (Luke 17:11-19) (+ Mary)
T3C452(+3) - Christ sends ten lepers to the priest (Luke 17:11-18) (+ angel(s))
73C452(+4) - Christ sends ten lepers to the priest (Luke 17:11-19) (+ devil(s))
73C452(+5) - Christ sends ten lepers to the priest (Luke 17:11-18) (+ donor(s), supplicant(s), whether or not with
patron saint(s))

23 sample images

3

A

Extension 6: expanded Clipboard function

When working with Iconclass, it is very practical to embed the
image you are indexing in the browser window and be able to
transfer notations to a specialized clipboard.

It should also be possible to return the content of the
clipboard to the host database.

Interfaces for consortium member database formats should be
made available. IIIF functionality should support this type of
exchanges.
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1« Religion and Magic
Browse Search Femana HEg

11 Christian religion

+ 0 - Abstract, Non-representational Art 11F - the Virgin Mary

p 1-Religion and Magic

11F4 - Madeonna: i.e. Mary with the Christ-child
- 10: (SymbO”:) representatl’ons ~ creation, cosmos, cosmogony, universe, and life (in the broadest 11F42 - Madonna: Mary sitting or enthrened, the Christ-child in her lap (or in frent of her bosom) (Mary semetimes represented half-length)
sense;
, 11)‘ Christian religion 11F422 - Mary sitting or enthroned, the Christ-child on her
p 11A - Deity, God (in general) ~ Christian religion ‘et _hi '
» 11B - the Holy Trinity, ‘Trinitas coelestis’; Father, Son and Holy Ghost ~ Christian religion knee {ChrISt Ch Ild to Mary > left)
» 11C- God the Father Searc\T W|th.th.ese re.lat.ed key.\'.'t.:rds: . o o ) . B
p 11D - Christ Christ-child, Christian religion, Madonna (Mary with Christ-child), Mary (Virgin), knee, lap, left (opposite to right), religion,
b TIE-the Holy Ghost right (opposite to left), sitting, supernatural, throne
p 11F - the Virgin Mary
p 11F1 - Symbols and B This is what you searched for: - enthroned, the Christ-child standing on her knee (Christ-child to Mary's left)
» 11F2 - Mary (without r enthroned, the Ch : child s't.thg on her knee [Chris‘,—c.hild to Mary's |-Ef1J
b 11F3 - Mary (without| % Must have - 11F422 Mary sitting or enthroned, the Christ-child on her knee e:tE|::§:|' t';e C:rllst:::cl 'c:ﬁf::;' (kc’ e :fk'fsi'd?”d_'c Ml;t“i:] the Christ-child to Mary's right
» 11F4 - Madonna: ie. [jChFiST—E,h”d to MBF}HS |E!ﬂ} or enthroned, the Christ-child on her knee s left {+ variant) )
» 11F41 - Madonna: M or enthraned, the Christ-child on her knee (+ Holy Trinity)
» 11F42 - Madonna: M or enthroned, the Christ-child on her knee

o . or enthroned, the Christ-child on her knee
bosom) (Mary sometin) - -
eft) (+ devil(s))

....| ICOMNCLASSinEnglish - or enthroned, the Christ-child on her knee <
» 11F421 - Mary sitti or enthraned, the Christ-child on her knee (Christ-child to Mary's left) (+ donor(s), supplicant(s), whether
bosom) | We found your search most often combined with: 2
w | 11F422 - Mary sitf
p 11F4221 - Mary si ges

1 2 3 4 5 & 7 &

Mary's left)
p 11F4222 - Mary si

Mary's left) 3 Human Being, Man in General
p 11F4223 - Mary si -
left) L1 31A2422 head turned to the right
b 11FF422  Marysi | ) 31A235 sitting figure
FF - the Christ-child |:| 310112 child Die E"e.n:\fo‘tsfl_'lr Kaiser
5 . — . Iaximilian |, Schaft des
» 11F423 -specificty | (] 31A2331 kneeling on both knees inneren linken
» 11F43 - Madonna: M 133441 gifts being accepted Freisulenp ..

» 11F44 - Madonna: M
p 11F45 - Mary kneeli
p 11F46 - Christ-child

() 31AA2352 sitting on an elevation - AA - female human figure
[31a223 kneeling figure Thronende Madonna Evangelist Johannes
[131A2523 hands against each other

() 31425221 hands folded with fingers knit

[J 31D14(+51) adult man (+ standing)

() 31A2516(+933) arm or hand held in front of the body (+ holding
something)

Extension 7: Visualisation of co-occurrences

Datasets with Iconclass codes are potential treasure troves of
information about co-occurrences.

The images found by a search through one concept are almost
always also described with the help of other concepts. Those
"co-occurring concepts” can contain a lot of useful information
and are a potentially rich source for "knowledge discovery" for
researchers.

Experience has already been gained in offering co-occurrences,
but there is a lot of room for experimentation and
improvement, also through visualisation.
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ICONCLASS Bild-Browser

« Top
« 2 - Nature
e 23 - time

ra

3R - day and night

« 23R1 - day of 24 hours, natural day
« 23R2 - day from sunrise to sunset
« 23R3 - the 24 hours of day and night

194 available, page: BN - .8

Extension 8: Locally installed Browser

Many heritage institutions use Iconclass to unlock the
contents of their image collections, but do not make optimal
use of the retrieval power that Iconclass offers.

They may have invested a lot in indexing their collections, but
do not offer the collected information in an optimized manner
- for example via the multilingual keywords - to their end
users.

An optimized retrieval module, based on the existing
Harvester of Iconclass Metadata application, would therefore
be a welcome addition to the Iconclass tool box.
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Extension 9: Building a community

Add a forum section to the Iconclass Browser website
where registered users may discuss aspects of the
Iconclass system, discuss iconographic and

terminological issues, start collaborative projects, and
build a community.
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